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How are sex & gender constructed? 



! Gender is only ONE system of 
the social differences which 
structure society and 
identities - it always 1 m 
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How are sex & gender constructed? 


Step #1: install totalitarianism 



The system of sex & gender is applied to everybody 


Hacking gender constructions // THF! // Laura * // laurahackt@riseup.net 


How are sex & gender constructed? 




The classification into 
„male“ & „female“ 
is a construct! 

-> made up 
by norms & values 


Biologically not clear (no 
unambiguous assignment) 

- Chromosomes 

- gonads (testicles, ovaries) 

- body shape 

- specifics in the brain 

■ ■ ■ 

are rather gradual differences 
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How are sex & gender constructed? 


Step #3 : apply binary categories 



wl 
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How are sex & gender constructed? 


Step #4 : learning to , see ' only two 
categories 
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How are sex & gender constructed? 


Step #5 : learning to , be read ' as member of 
one category 


Basic attribute for distinction 
invisible in daily life: 

j 
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« 



-> making gender assignment visible: 
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performing gender roles ‘ 
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How are sex & gender constructed? 


Step #6: rating people related to gender 
assignment 



takes place in social 
envoronment 

+ is rated! 


Gender 

doesn‘t have to be relevant, 

but 


always in risk of 



(potential) 
„omnirelevance“ 
of gender 
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How are sex & gender constructed? 


Step #7 : teaching people , right ' behaviour 
related to gender assignment 


(Gender-) Socialisation: 



through institutions: 

- ..parallel 
organisation" ... 


through interactions: 

- letting them copy you 

- reactions/rating 

- showing 

- rules 

- daily rountines 

- addressing, naming 





- pictures 

- stories 

- language ... 


o o 


Hacking gender constructions // THF! // Laura * // laurahackt@riseup.net 



Zweigeschlechtlichkeit & (Hetero-) Sexismus 


Step #8 : Make binaries 

asymmetric 


(rated unequal) 


Hierarchy ... 

~~d _ 

* 

based on negation 
(to have/not) 



based on graduation 
(more/less) 


based on 
complementation 
(contrasts) 

J — 
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Zweigeschlechtlichkeit & (Hetero-) Sexismus 


Step #9: represent binaries asymmetric 

(systematically) 


<r 

1 . 1 ^ 1 1 

two parts (of a binary) form a whole, 

but one of them represents both 

Li J 

9 
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labelled/ unlabelled elements: 
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Zweigeschlechtlichkeit & (Hetero-) Sexismus 


Step #10: represent binaries asymmetric 

(quantitative) 

ANDROCENTRIC 

ANDROCENTRIC 

ANDROCENTRIC 

feminist 

-> e.g. bechdeltest as a tool 
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What does , hacking' mean (here)? 


What does , hacking ' mean here? 


Tech Model Railroad Club (Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology) : 

hacker' ... someone who applies D (MU? 

. . . 7 . wmm 

ingenuity to create a clever result, ' u 'r 

called a ,hack'." 


Chaos Computer Club: 


ff 


disrespectful and creative usage of 
technology in daily life " (Lehnhardt 1988 , 
s. 92 ) - which can imply , social 
engineering ' . 



pon't trust 

V£rhc\ltni 5^E- AUsfi'nnnr|Er neWen. 



Hacking gender constructions // THF! // Laura * // laurahackt@riseup.net 


What does , hacking' mean (here)? 


What does , hacking ' mean 

self-determined 
abn orma 1/deviant 
examination 

of given objects/ structures 
and (successful ) intervention in these 

, Hacking' means finding extraordinary ways of solution - 
even and especially for problems the majority* is not 
aware of - because they are part of the unquestioned, 

,part of the system '. 

, Hacking' means taking joy in playing with the allowed and 
the forbidden , in crossing boundaries of norms and 
conventions , in autonomous exploring, in questioning, 
reinterpreting and reclaiming what is given. 


(here) 


0 (MllSff 
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Pont trust H n ^j u,oat t 
V£rhA|tni5SE AUse'nPn^Ernetmen. 
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How to set up biased gender constructions 

in 10 steps: 

Step #1: install totalitarianism 

Step #2 : create binaries 

Step #3 : apply binary categories 

Step #4 : learning to , see' only two categories 

Step #5: learning to , be read' as member of one category 

Step #6: rating people related to gender assignment 

Step #7 : teaching people , right ' behaviour related to 

gender assignment 

Step #8 : Make binaries asymmetric (rated unequal) 

Step #9: represent binaries asymmetric ( systematically) 
Step #10: represent binaries asymmetric (quantitative) 



How to set up biased gender constructions 


in 10 steps 



pry 


ment 
Lour related to 


Step #8 


iTnaries asymmetric (rated unequal) 


Step #9: represent binaries asymmetric ( systematically) 


Step #10: represent binaries asymmetric (quantitative) 


Hack the shit! 


Some thoughts on 
hacking Gender constructions 


• • • 


VJC 

| -unis<*!- 


Abolish .parallel 
organisation* 
-> Getting rid of 
stereotypes 

dcr S 


.S<j m Ixiiyckn 


pj Dad, can I 
O wear a 

^ dress, too? 



o rv ~~ •'"■y 




( 8 ufltn, 



Confusion in 
gender 
performance: 

Undoing gender 

• — VVI - 
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Hack the shit! 



laurahackt@riseup .net 



Hack the shit! 


SOME 

WOMEN 

HAVE 

PENISES. 


we ore fdysexual 
non-b'Kwry individuals 




\/Je ore (K queer couple 
able to reproduce 
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Hack 



Hacking gender constructions // 
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Your turn! 


(How/where) 
do you want 
to hack gender 
constructions? 
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. Picture : disabled trans PoC lives matter: 


Picture: look or dress doesn't define your gender: 


Picture : non binary: 


Picture queer cpuple: 


Picture : some women have penises : 
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